
Book Studies – Summer 2019 

Full Descriptions 

 

Ten studies are being offered this summer, with books addressing a variety of topics.  Books can be 

purchased from Amazon or your favorite local or online bookseller; just use the listed ISBN to easily 

search for the title.  Register for book studies online at oumcharrisonburg.org/bookstudy or by 

contacting the Otterbein UMC church office (oumcadm@hotmail.com or (540)434-7747). 

 

Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God, by Francis Chan 

ISBN:  978-1434705945 
 

Francis Chan (the author) said “This book is written for those who want more Jesus.  It is for those who 

are bored with what American Christianity offers.  It is for those who don’t want to plateau, who 

would rather die before their convictions do.”  It is a book that is meant to change the way Christians 

live their lives. 
 

In both meetings we’ll discuss the entirety of the book and how it could be applied to our everyday 

lives, with the latter meeting spending some time brainstorming real world applications.  
 

Hosted by Kevin McMullen, Pastor at Mt. Tabor UMC 

Meeting Dates: Mondays, July 15 and July 29 

   7:30 pm, Panera Bread (295 Burgess Road) 

Group Size:  Maximum of 10 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Future Faith: Ten Challenges Reshaping Christianity in the 21st Century, by Wesley 

Granberg-Michaelson 

ISBN:  978-1506433448 
 

Book Description: 

“In Future Faith: Ten Challenges Reshaping Christianity in the 21st Century, author Wesley 

Granberg-Michaelson provides a lucid view of how the top ten winds of change blowing 

through global Christian faith are reshaping the practice of Christianity today. He is uniquely 

qualified to identify and interpret connection points between global Christian trends and the 

American church. 
 

Drawing on the stories, examples, and personalities of pastors and congregations from 

throughout the United States, as well as those from Africa, Asia, Latin America, who are the 

faces of Christianity’s future, Future Faith is designed to inform and empower followers of Jesus 

to seek new ways of becoming the face of Christ to a rapidly changing world.” 
(from christianbook.com) 

 

During the first session, we will discuss the first half of the book (introduction and chapters 1-5) and 

we’ll discuss the second half of the book (chapters 6-10) at the second session.  At the third session, 

well talk about what all this means for us at the local church level and discuss if there are ways we 

could use this information to help improve the outlook for main-line churches in the US. 



 

Hosted by Melissa Miller, Otterbein UMC 

Meeting Dates: Wednesdays, July 10, July 24, and August 7 

   6:30 pm, McAlister’s Deli (1645 Reservoir Street, #185) 

Group Size:  Minimum of 3, maximum of 8 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis, by JD Vance 

ISBN:  978-0062300553 
 

A book for those interested in the systemic challenges of poverty and the difficulty of breaking free 

from it.  This memoir is moving and challenging.  Conversation during our first meeting will focus on 

the content, our second meeting will take a deeper look at the conclusions the author comes to. 
 

Back Cover Excerpt: 

Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of poor, white 

Americans. The disintegration of this group, a process that has been slowly occurring now for over 

forty years, has been reported with growing frequency and alarm, but has never before been 

written about as searingly from the inside. In Hillbilly Elegy, J.D. Vance tells the true story of what a 

social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born with it hanging around your neck. 
 

Hosted by Rev. Adam Blagg, Pastor at Otterbein UMC 

Meeting Dates: Tuesdays, July 16 and August 13 

10 am at Otterbein UMC (176 West Market Street), Main Floor - Room 204, or  

8 pm at Union Station (128 West Market Street) 

Group Size:  Minimum of 3; maximum of 10 for evening session 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Insurrection: To Believe is Human, to Doubt, Divine, by Peter Rollins 

ISBN:  978-1451609004 
 

This book offers a difficult but important challenge to the notion that to follow Jesus is to discover 

certainty of belief and relief from anxiety. Instead, Rollins argues that to truly participate in the 

Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus, one must come face-to-face with and experience the same 

abandonment and despair as Christ, dying to a security blanket religion, and discovering real Life in 

Resurrection here and now.  
 

In this study, it would be my hope that participants would find freedom within a safe group 

environment to begin to wrestle with genuine deep-seated doubts, fears, and anxieties and be able 

to ask some difficult questions about faith for which easy answers may not be available. Perhaps in 

this process, we might begin to discover where life transformation is found. 
 

Our first meeting will discuss the first part of the book titled “Crucifixion”. The second meeting will 

discuss the second part of the book titled “Resurrection”. The third meeting will be a time for safely 



sharing personal stories, doubts, fears, anxieties, and other realities that reading the book may have 

surfaced.  
 

Hosted by Adam King, Associate Minister of Formation at RISE 

Meeting Dates:  Tuesdays, July 2, July 23, and August 13 

6-7:30 pm at RISE (60 West Market Street), in the upstairs loft (unless someone 

has trouble navigating stairs) 

Group Size:  Limited to 8 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Insurrection: To Believe is Human, to Doubt, Divine, by Peter Rollins 

ISBN:  978-1451609004 
 

Book Description: 

“In this incendiary new work, the controversial author and speaker Peter Rollins proclaims that 

the Christian faith is not primarily concerned with questions regarding life after death but with 

the possibility of life before death. 

 

In order to unearth this truth, Rollins prescribes a radical and wholesale critique of contemporary 

Christianity that he calls pyro-theology. It is only as we submit our spiritual practices, religious 

rituals, and dogmatic affirmations to the flames of fearless interrogation that we come into 

contact with the reality that Christianity is in the business of transforming our world rather than 

offering a way of interpreting or escaping it. Belief in the Resurrection means but one thing: 

Participation in an Insurrection.” 
(from christianbook.com) 

 
 

Hosted by Rev. Richard Worden, Otterbein UMC 

Meeting Dates:  Wednesdays, July 10, July 17, and July 24 

10:05 –11:10 am, Otterbein UMC (176 West Market Street), Main Floor - Room 204 

Group Size:  Minimum of 4  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

One Day at a Time: Discovering the Freedom of 12-Step Spirituality, by Trevor Hudson 

ISBN:  978-0835899130 
 

 A book for anyone who: 

 worries to much  

 struggles with compulsive or addictive behavior  

 battles with stress and tension  

 sabotages relationships with destructive behavior  

 feels trapped by feelings of self-condemnation, guilt, and regret  

 worships regularly but feels bogged down in pious clichés  
 



If you identify with any of the descriptions above, take heart. There is hope. Plug in to the Power. 

Working the 12 Steps can become God’s surprising way of keeping your life on track.  
 

This book has been written for those who want to change. It is for men and women who feel the 

need to deepen their lives, to live more freely, to be happier.  
 

There is available to all of us as human beings a Power greater than ourselves – a power that can 

inwardly change us, that can set us free from life-spoiling habits and addictions, that can help us 

grow into better people; that can help us heal relationships, that can equip us to make a creative 

difference where we live and work. It is a power that enables us to know the living presence of God 

in our lives. However, if we want to experience this life-changing power, we need to learn how to 

plug into it.  
 

This book will show you one way to do this. It draws from one of the most powerful programs for 

change and spiritual progress ever devised: the Twelve Step program made famous by Alcoholics 

Anonymous. The Twelve Step process is an experience of being changed by a caring and powerful 

God who knows what we need – a God who is able to reach deep inside our lives and change us for 

the better. 
 

Hosted by Faith Fowler, Associate Pastor of Health & Wellness, Otterbein UMC 

Meeting Dates: Thursdays, July 18 and August 15 

   10 am, Otterbein UMC (176 West Market Street), Main Floor - Room 204, or 

   7:30 pm, Otterbein UMC (176 West Market Street), Main Floor - Room 204 

Group Size:  Minimum of 3, maximum of 7 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Plantation Jesus: Race, Faith, and a New Way Forward, by Skot Welch & Rick Wilson 

ISBN:  978-1513803302 
 

This book is for those interested in learning how the Christian church in America has contributed to 

systemic racism for centuries both through actively racist practices and evasiveness. It looks at racism 

in American culture as a whole and how the teachings of Jesus speak against racism and towards 

love and inclusivity. It encourages self-reflection and recognition to one’s own contribution to 

systemic racism. It also gives hope for growth within the Christian church and guidance for taking 

steps towards change. 
 

The first time we will discuss the first half of the book and our personal reflections (as guided by the 

end of chapter questions), the second time we will discuss the second half of the book, and the third 

time we will discuss how to take our new wisdom and step out in faith. 
 

“This book is a healing triumph. It exposes white Christian supremacy with fearless urgency. Then it 

invites broken believers to dare dismantle the worship of racism in exchange for surrender to the 

reconciling Christ. A courageous call: may all God's people respond in kind.”  

- Patricia Raybon, author of My First White Friend 
 

Hosted by Allison García, RISE  

Meeting Dates: Fridays, July 19, August 2, and August 16 



   7 pm at RISE (60 West Market Street) 

Group Size:  Limited to 10 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Plastic-Free: How I Kicked the Plastic Habit and How You Can Too, by Beth Terry 

(Revised & Updated Version) 

ISBN:  978-1632206657 
 

You can purchase this book at Bring Your Own LLC in the Agora Market in Downtown Harrisonburg!  A 

great way to save plastic, packaging, fuel, and energy, AND support a local business! 

 

This book club is going to focus on 3 main aspects: 

1) The trash on our planet 

2) Why we as Christians should care 

3) What we can do as individuals AND groups to help 
 

We will be reading the above book, along with some select articles, to have a holistic view of how 

we as humans treat the Earth, what the consequences are, and how we can help the planet. 

The first meeting will focus on the content of the book and articles and discussions on why we as 

Christians and humans should care about this topic.  We will leave the first meeting with some 

individual goals and strategies to try before the second meeting.  At the second meeting, we will 

discuss how our individual goals went and brainstorm ideas that we can take with us from the book 

club to extend further to our neighborhoods, communities, and churches. 
 

Book Summary: 

Like many people, Beth Terry didn't think an individual could have much impact on the environment. 

But while laid up after surgery, she read an article about the staggering amount of plastic polluting 

the oceans and decided then and there to kick her plastic habit.  Now she wants to teach you how 

you can too.  In her quirky and humorous style – well known to the readers of her popular blog, My 

Plastic-Free Life – Terry provides personal anecdotes, stats about the environmental and health 

problems related to plastic, and personal solutions and tips on how to limit your plastic footprint.  Terry 

includes handy lists and charts for easy reference, ways to get involved in larger community actions, 

and profiles of individuals – Plastic-Free Heroes – who have gone beyond personal solutions to create 

a change on a larger scale.  Plastic-Free also includes chapters on letting go of eco-guilt, strategies 

for coping with overwhelming problems, and ways to relate to other people who aren't as far along 

on the plastic-free path.  Both a practical guide and the story of a personal journey from helplessness 

to empowerment, Plastic-Free is a must-read for anyone concerned about the ongoing health and 

happiness of themselves, their children, and the planet. 
 

DISCLAIMER: Despite the title, this book club is NOT trying to get you to give up plastic cold turkey or 

even completely!  This is just a book that provides some excellent, up-to-date research that will 

hopefully give you pause in your everyday consumptions and see some easy ways to make changes 

in your life, which will, in turn, help the planet. 
 

Hosted by Sarah Macomber, Otterbein UMC 

Meeting Dates: Tuesdays, July 23 and August 20 



   8 pm at Bella Luna (80 West Water Street) 

Group Size:  Limited to 10 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Tales of Two Americas: Stories of Inequality in a Divided Nation, edited by John Freeman 

ISBN:  978-0143131038  
 

An edited anthology of essays and reflections about inequality that exists in our nation.  Selected 

readings will be highlighted and discussed during our two sessions. 
 

Back Cover Excerpt: 

America is broken. You don’t need a fistful of statistics to know this. Visit any city, and evidence of 

our shattered social compact will present itself. From Appalachia to the Rust Belt and down to rural 

Texas, the gap between the wealthiest and the poorest stretches to unimaginable chasms. 

Whether the cause of this inequality is systemic injustice, the entrenchment of racism in our culture, 

the long war on drugs, or immigration policies, it endangers not only the American Dream but our 

very lives.  
 

In Tales of Two Americas, some of the literary world’s most exciting writers look beyond numbers 

and wages to convey what it feels like to live in this divided nation. Their extraordinarily powerful 

stories, essays, and poems demonstrate how boundaries break down when experiences are 

shared, and that in sharing our stories we can help to alleviate a suffering that touches so many 

people. 
 

Hosted by Rev. Adam Blagg, Pastor at Otterbein UMC 

Meeting Dates: Thursdays, July 18 and August 22 

3 pm at Otterbein UMC (176 West Market Street), Basement – Memorial Hall, or 

8 pm at Union Station (128 West Market Street) 

Group Size:  Minimum of 3; maximum of 10 for evening session 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They Help, by Robert D. Lupton 

ISBN:  978-0062076212 
 

In Toxic Charity, Robert Lupton urges individuals, churches and organizations to step away from 

spontaneous, often destructive acts of compassion toward more thoughtful paths in helping those in 

need.  Lupton has experienced firsthand how our good intentions can have unintended, dire 

consequences.  Our free food and clothing distribution encourages ever-growing handout lines, 

diminishing the dignity of the poor while increasing their dependency.  We converge on 

neighborhoods to plant flowers and pick up trash, battering the pride of residents who have the 

capacity to beautify their own environment.  Toxic Charity tells how to start serving needy and 

impoverished members of our communities in a way that will lead to lasting, real-life changes with 

proven strategies for moving from “toxic charity” to “transformative charity”. 
 



At our first meeting we will consider the author’s accusations of toxic charity and how they fit with our 

observations of missions and other charitable activities.   At the following session we will look at ways 

to apply Lupton’s strategies for “transformative” serving of those in need in our local community. 
 

Hosted by Betty Redmond, Otterbein UMC 

Meeting Dates: Tuesdays, July 16 and July 30 

   7:30 pm, Otterbein UMC (176 West Market Street), Main Floor - Room 204 

Group Size:  Minimum of 4, maximum of 8 


